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Tn order to meet requests often made for a
concise statement of the Laws of the State of
New York relating to the duty of persons au-
thorized to solemnize marriage, the following
summary of the law upon this subject has been
cavefully revised by the legal Counsellor of the
Metropolitan Board of Health:

J.—Wha? persons are aullorized fo
solemnize Marriages, and lo cer-
iy such solemnizalion ?

(1.} Ministers of the Gospel and Triests of
every denomination.

(2.) Mayors, Recorders and Aldermen of
cities.

(8.) Judges of County Courts and Justices of
the Peace.

{(2.) Jews and also those designated in the
Statute as Quakers, (Iriends,) are authorized
to solemmize marriage in the manner and agree-
ably to the regulations of their respective
societies.

{6.) The right and privilege of registry and
authentication of a mariage under the Statute
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is made dependent on its being solennized by
one of the officers, ministers or priests, orin the
manner ahove referred to.

LL —Marriage is Jorbidden beiweerr
What persons 2

(1) Between pavents and children; grand-
pavents and grand-children of every degree;
brothers and sistors, as well the half as of the
whole blood relations ; and all such marriages
A incestuous and void. And these prohibi-
flons extend to illegitimate as well as to legiti-
mate children.

(2) Between persons when either of the
Parties to a niral"l.'inge shall be incapable, for want
of age or understanding, or incapable from
Physical causes, of enter

ing into the marriage
state ;

or when the consent of either party
shall have been obtained by foree or fraud.

{:..3_} Marriage is forbidden to any person
fh?.rmg; the life-tims of any former hﬁsbmld 2L
\V{f@ of such person, unless, (1) the marriage
with such former husband op wife shall have
heen annulleq or dissolved for some other cause
;chml the adultery of the said person; or (2) un-
}?szlfgﬁllformer husband or wife shall 11?1-'8

ALy sentenced to imprisonment for life-
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() Males under 14 and females 11]1(.161‘ 12
years of age arve incapable of consenting’ to
marriage ; and the Courts may divorce females
married under 14, without the consent of
parents or guardians, if the marriage has .“Ot
been 1‘&1;{{‘1(%& and there has not been cohabita-
tion——since arriving at 14 years of age.

(7.} Persons anthorized to perform t;ho mar-
riage ceremony are liable to be pumshed by
fine or imprisonment if with knowledge 'the}'
solemnize the ceremony between parties m't.h.er
of which is under the age of consent, an ll}mt
or lunatic, or as to which there isa ]eg‘nlllul-

pediment exisling.

TIT.—What is required of Z/ge Cler-
gyman, Magistraie, Of'aﬂf.e?;?)_ﬁ?‘
$072 3who solemnizes @ .ﬂ'[ff?‘ig'tféy e
as regards ihe cerenion ials s

When solemnized by a minister or pl-iefsf, the
ceremony of marriage shall be accord_mg: : tO
the-formms 5id custome of the chureh or society
to which he belongs. When solemnized b} {L
magistrate no particular form shall be 1-cqm{1 e‘c )
except that the parties shall solemnly dec {ui:
St presence of the magistrate and the at-

: . ; S ake each
tending witness or witnesses, that they t ke e

“A—_d
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other as husband and wife. In every case,
there shall be at least one witness, heside the
minister or magistrate, present at the cere-
‘;101'1:,'.

LV.—What 45 required as regards
the official duly towards ile per-
sons aboul ko be married ?

Tt shall be the duty of every minister, priest
or magistrate required to solemnize a marriage
to ascertain,—

(1.) The Christain and surnames of the par-
ties; their respective places of residence; and
that they are of sufficient age to be capable in
law of contracting marriage ;

(2.) The names and places of residence of
two of the attesting witnesses, if more than one
be present, and if not, the name, and place of
residence of such witness. ITe shall enter the
facts so ascertained, and the day on which such
marriage is solemnized, in a book to be lkept
by him for that purpose.

If either of the parties between whom the
marriage is to be solemmized, shall not be per-
sonally known to him, the minister or magis-
trate shall ascerfain to his satisfaction the
identity of the respective parties.

The right of husband and wie 20
demand and receive a ceritficale of
their Marriage, at the hands of Zkg
Mindster or Magistrate; what such
certificaie shall coniais.

' ureat
[This certificute is independent of the one returned to the B

of Vital Statistice.]

Whenever a marriage shall have been sol.em-
nized within this State, pursuant o this title,
the minister or magistrate by whom the mar-
riage was solemnized, shall furnish on 1'e'quest
to either party, a certificate thereof, Sl)est_jjl}Jg—r

(1) The names and places of 1‘@51denc;n-\.
of the parties married, and that .they were
known to sueh minister or magistrate, o.r
were satisfactorily proved by the oath of & per-
son known to him to be the persons rlescr%ht_zd
in such certificate and that he had ascertmne@
that they were of sufficient age to contract
marriage ;

(2.) The nawe and place of residence of the
attesting witness or witnesses, and

{8.) The certificate shall also state that "I,f}tf‘ll
due inquiry made, there appeared no law }u
il]ll)Edi_‘L'ngnt to such ]]'J;_‘L.]_‘l‘ifl-ge c and 1t shall be
signed by the person making it



V.—What s reqguired in regard io
lhe ceriificd refurns 2o be render-
ed lo the Bureaw of Viial Sialis-
ties of ihe Bourd of Healil ?

(L.) One copy of a duplicate record that has
heen made out in accordance with the forms
provided by that Bureau shall be-foszwarded
to the Registrar of Vital Statistics of said
Board within five days of the marriage, and
by such means as will insure its rveception, by
mail or by hand, in less than ten days after the
marriage, [

(2.) The person who solemnizes the mar-
riage must keep a perfect duplicate of the copy
of record which has leen forwarded to the
Registrar of the Board of Health.

(3.) All names of persons must be accurate-
ly spelled and distinetly written.

The foregoing summary, comprising the
chief points upon which general information,
especially by clergymen and magistrates, is
often desired, is respectfully submitted to all
persons concerned in the solemnization of the
marriage ceremonies in the Metropolitan
District.



